
 

12 Jul 2019 

Cabinet approves Connected Communities 
Strategy 

Bexley’s Cabinet this week (9 July) approved the borough’s first Connected 
Communities Strategy. It aims to celebrate and support those who want to 
make a positive difference to the lives of our communities. 

Councillor Alex Sawyer, the Council‟s Cabinet Member for Communities said: 
“Connected communities matter, because of their potential to help with issues like 
loneliness, to give communities a collective voice and make Bexley a welcoming 
place that people are proud to call home. To achieve them we need to work with 
residents and community groups as equal partners. 

 “We know from our recent consultation that there are people in Bexley who have 
only recently moved here who are looking to get to know their neighbours better 
and put down roots. There are younger people looking to develop their skills while 
looking after their environment. And there are people approaching retirement who 
know the borough, and have useful connections, contacts and experience, who 
have a lot to contribute.” 

The Council will now be working to celebrate those who organise community 
initiatives and provide support where it can. 

It has made a commitment to maintain the current level of investment in voluntary 
sector infrastructure. It will be entering into longer grant agreements with them, to 
help them recruit and retain high quality staff. 

It will also be publishing guidance to help those organising community activities, 
as well as working to reduce the „red tape‟ that this sometimes involves. 

https://u10039886.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=Jg-2BD7KB2TI5EVbjLDPjquNkX18-2B-2BCkyUuC5zAXmLeZMUyNPpHRTVuGaF7WOTxe2D3wXzSLbYnh20W6tCfLoJWeLEDUlqGMb1wWwgYjzVUh0sYvpFbkrs7UCohFXWCZZbRuDhiwWBnnpOYcdWLE0tbQ-3D-3D_7u59zRi-2BQ30MBnU-2FzL3RT0F2m1kMrHnxdE-2B7Jmb6kUcHyrvsxE1sntW4AWw-2Brxu0elw8pnVlLljVcXd6X35y2RQDI8ThoY-2B0QnhhoZh-2FomVa-2FxM929cVS-2FeJ96rzfgcsV0EaWOGkFUe26zBeOc25yp8GUcvS3-2FSMnBMWErAsXIPq2mUEvhlPX-2FrajZmT1t6p1LzC5LwHRaFYsvP0EH6wOzKpDkGEhbh2GWb5VMr2v-2Fq9dike8OiPgrp1KQjzhRr7J03fHBLu3IOJgntS2g5-2BaUWYr8I8v3l4CrfCEArHhRFTkDrv7Tyyw1IqJsLEYu86QoLvpfD-2BSQX-2Banz9CE4lq1yNDTaUHppJ102gSmGJXkUyIqCzpkyRi44aLYt2O0R3WAhNaKV-2FG6SxUZO-2BNj9W4DptlfLriVDwmiCPVNSPZZu-2BsDsbr16iS05U8e0cGxt2qxSH8h-2Fv-2B5hXm4G-2FsG-2BckjrQRfTH39uJ-2FONhUjuR3pzxiIqL5Wlwu9aJtQCAPyYot7SeWGuzR7GXOJTt3sqDLdh-2B9lsu5uTNRr9YIaQoGHrk6-2FYg4MWsW51sc6Q8JGbaQsUl9Xebz0zzS8NgmqwxvWW-2BGPtZwXgHFEh-2FKCNqlf-2FTx4uUU-2FpRpKslx1Tv8Z6r
https://u10039886.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=Jg-2BD7KB2TI5EVbjLDPjquNkX18-2B-2BCkyUuC5zAXmLeZMUyNPpHRTVuGaF7WOTxe2D3wXzSLbYnh20W6tCfLoJWeLEDUlqGMb1wWwgYjzVUh0sYvpFbkrs7UCohFXWCZZbRuDhiwWBnnpOYcdWLE0tbQ-3D-3D_7u59zRi-2BQ30MBnU-2FzL3RT0F2m1kMrHnxdE-2B7Jmb6kUcHyrvsxE1sntW4AWw-2Brxu0elw8pnVlLljVcXd6X35y2RQDI8ThoY-2B0QnhhoZh-2FomVa-2FxM929cVS-2FeJ96rzfgcsV0EaWOGkFUe26zBeOc25yp8GUcvS3-2FSMnBMWErAsXIPq2mUEvhlPX-2FrajZmT1t6p1LzC5LwHRaFYsvP0EH6wOzKpDkGEhbh2GWb5VMr2v-2Fq9dike8OiPgrp1KQjzhRr7J03fHBLu3IOJgntS2g5-2BaUWYr8I8v3l4CrfCEArHhRFTkDrv7Tyyw1IqJsLEYu86QoLvpfD-2BSQX-2Banz9CE4lq1yNDTaUHppJ102gSmGJXkUyIqCzpkyRi44aLYt2O0R3WAhNaKV-2FG6SxUZO-2BNj9W4DptlfLriVDwmiCPVNSPZZu-2BsDsbr16iS05U8e0cGxt2qxSH8h-2Fv-2B5hXm4G-2FsG-2BckjrQRfTH39uJ-2FONhUjuR3pzxiIqL5Wlwu9aJtQCAPyYot7SeWGuzR7GXOJTt3sqDLdh-2B9lsu5uTNRr9YIaQoGHrk6-2FYg4MWsW51sc6Q8JGbaQsUl9Xebz0zzS8NgmqwxvWW-2BGPtZwXgHFEh-2FKCNqlf-2FTx4uUU-2FpRpKslx1Tv8Z6r


 

To celebrate the first year of the Bexley Community Lottery, the Council will be 
launching the Bexley Community Fund, to provide funding for small community 
projects. In the autumn, it will be launching a new civic crowdfunding platform to 
support more ambitious projects. 

The Council will be sharing examples of people whose community activity is 
making life better on its new Connected Communities website, in the Bexley 
Magazine and on social media. 

“We want to help more people see the benefits of being active and involved in 
their community,” said Councillor Sawyer. “We will be shining a spotlight on some 
of the people who already are and hoping to inspire many more to get involved in 
the way they choose.” 
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